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Pegleg Smith was a mountain man who served as a 

guide for many early expeditions into the American 
Southwest and helped explore parts of present day 

New Mexico. He was known in his lifetime, among oth-

er things, as a fur trapper, prospector, horse thief and 

liar.  Born in Crab Orchard, Kentucky, October 10, 

1801, he ran away from home as a teenager to work on 
a flatboat on the Mississippi River until reaching St. 

Louis, Missouri where he began working for John Ja-

cob Astor as a fur trapper with other mountain men 

such as Kit Carson, Jim Bridger and Milton Sublette. 

Smith later accompanied Alexandre Le Grandós expe-

dition into New Mexico as a scout. He learned to speak 
several Native American languages. During the expedi-

tion he was shot in the right knee by a local Indian; 

the wound and resulting infection forced the amputa-

tion of his right leg below the knee. It is said that he 

performed the operation himself, almost completing it 

before passing out from blood loss and shock. He then 
used a wooden leg from which he later got his nick-

name. Following the expedition he became a success-

ful fur trapper despite his handicap.  By 1840, with 

the decline of the fur trade he began kidnapping Native 

American children and selling them as peons to Mexi-
can haciendas. When the local tribes started searching 

for him he fled to California where he became a horse 

thief for the next decade. He would steal horses in Cal-

iforn ia and dr ive them to Wyoming and Montana and 

sell them. Then he would steal horses in Wyoming and 

Montana, drive them back to California and sell those 
horses. In one instance, Smith guided around 150 Ute 

Indians under the leadership of Walkara across the 

Sierra Nevada, stealing at least several hundred horses 

from Mexican ranches.  This led to his joining Jim 

Beckwourth and òOld Billó Williams in establishing the 
largest horse theft operation in the Southwest until 

authorities eventually forced the gang to break up. 

Along the way, around 1848, he established a trading 

post along the Oregon Trail at Big Timber, near what is 

now Montpelier, Idaho, on the Bear River. Travelers 

called it òFort Smithó, though it was only four log cab-
ins and some Indian Lodges. He packed in a plow and 

tools from Salt Lake City. He tried unsuccessfully to 

raise crops. But, he did a big business when the Cali-

fornia gold rush hit in 1849. Thousands passed his 

ôfortõ, 49erõs reported that he had many horses and 
cattle and was making $100 a day! Smith traveled to 

the Chocolate Mountains( and possibly the Santa Rosa 

Mountains, or the Borrego Badlands in Southern Cali-

fornia) where, after several years of prospecting, he 

was forced by local tribes to escape the area. Claiming 

he had discovered a large amount of gold -bearing 
quartz, he sold maps and claims to other prospectors 

to a mine known and the ôLost Pegleg Mineó until the 

time of his death in a San Francisco hospital in 1866.  

(Here is an exert from an unidentified newspaper)  

Some charitable movement should be set on foot for 
the benefit of òPeg Leg Smithó. Among all the cases 

which have excited public sympathy in behalf of indi-

gent aged persons, his stands conspicuous. He is com-

pletely worn out in the race of life, and after all his ad-

ventures and early associations with the great West, 

where his life has been spent, seems about to end his 
days in poverty on the very soil which should at least 

yield him a comfortable subsistence for the rest of his 

life. He is a curiosity of himself; and all who have read 

Cooperõs Novels would do well to take a look at one of 

the last of that class of men described so graphically 
by him, and who are fast disappearing in the rush of 

events and the spread of civilization. - Alta.  
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You Could Win!  
1. Find the ad in this weekôs issue 

with the very small hidden picture 

of the OLD West Stories & Productions 

logoΦ  

нΦ Mail in this entry form to: 

OLD West Stories & Productions  

1044 Main, Evanston, WY 82930 

OR Email: MomentsinHistory@gmail.com 

WIN a donated gift card from a Moments in 

History distributor. 

One winner will be drawn the first of every month and will be 

Name: ________________________________  Age: ______  

Phone #: ______________________________ 

Address: __________________________________________ 

Email: ____________________________________________ 

GET WORD OUT ABOUT 

YOUR GOODS AND          

SERVICES!! 

Rent this space for just $25  

Call 307-789-8116 

Tires  *  Auto Repair & Maintenance *  Oil 

Change  *  Brakes  *  and more 

607 W Cheyenne Dr. Evanston, WY 

(307) 789-1130 

Dunmar Inn       

& Legal Tender 

Restaurant 

1601 Harrison Dr. Evanston, WY 

(307) 789-3770 

   See this space?  So 

will thousands of               

others! Why arenõt you 

letting people know 

where to find you? 

call  307-789-8116 
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Walter Best arrived in Rock Springs on 

Friday afternoon from Pinedale, with the 
first automobile over the road since some-

time in January. Mr. Best left Pinedale on 

Thursday morning at 5 oõclock and cov-

ered the northern end of the road while it 

was frozen, but when he reached a point 

about twenty miles the other side of the 
Eden hotel he found the mud to deep to 

travel. He camped in the car for the night 

and when the mud froze sufficiently, start-

ed on his trip to the city. Mr. Best says the 

Faler truck which started out several days 
ago had not succeeded in getting through 

and that it was likely that Mr. Faler will 

return to Rock Springs until the roads are 

in condition to travel. Mr. Best was ac-

companied on the trip by Rudolph 

Schwartz, who has gone to Denver to pur-
chase a new automobile.  

TAKE ONE!                             FREE!                             FREE!                            TAKE ONE!  
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Has immediate openings 

for RN/LPN/CNA in 

Sweetwater County. Full and part time.  

307 -786 -4357  ƘǧǇΥκκǿǿǿΦŎƻǿōƻȅŎŀǊŜǎƛƴŎΦŎƻƳκ  
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Is also a convenience store!                

A restaurant!     And the best place 

around to pick up your lottery tickets!                                                                                                                            
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part of History!!   
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card to them. Rent this space for just $25 and 

wish them a happy birthday or anniversary!!!                                 

Call  307-789-8116 

http://www.cowboycaresinc.com/

