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As seen on the internet and Idaho Tourism

Thomas Long “Pegleg” Smith
Pegleg Smith was a mountain man who served as a
guide for many early expeditions into the American
Southwest and helped explore parts of present day
New Mexico. He was known in his lifetime, among other things, as a fur trapper, prospector, horse thief and
liar. Born in Crab Orchard, Kentucky, October 10,
1801, he ran away from home as a teenager to work on
a flatboat on the Mississippi River until reaching St.
Louis, Missouri where he began working for John Jacob Astor as a fur trapper with other mountain men
such as Kit Carson, Jim Bridger and Milton Sublette.
Smith later accompanied Alexandre Le Grand”s expedition into New Mexico as a scout. He learned to speak
several Native American languages. During the expedition he was shot in the right knee by a local Indian;
the wound and resulting infection forced the amputation of his right leg below the knee. It is said that he
performed the operation himself, almost completing it
before passing out from blood loss and shock. He then
used a wooden leg from which he later got his nickname. Following the expedition he became a successful fur trapper despite his handicap. By 1840, with
the decline of the fur trade he began kidnapping Native
American children and selling them as peons to Mexican haciendas. When the local tribes started searching
for him he fled to California where he became a horse
thief for the next decade. He would steal horses in California and drive them to Wyoming and Montana and
sell them. Then he would steal horses in Wyoming and
Montana, drive them back to California and sell those
horses. In one instance, Smith guided around 150 Ute
Indians under the leadership of Walkara across the
Sierra Nevada, stealing at least several hundred horses
from Mexican ranches. This led to his joining Jim
Beckwourth and “Old Bill” Williams in establishing the
largest horse theft operation in the Southwest until
authorities eventually forced the gang to break up.
Along the way, around 1848, he established a trading
post along the Oregon Trail at Big Timber, near what is
now Montpelier, Idaho, on the Bear River. Travelers
called it “Fort Smith”, though it was only four log cabins and some Indian Lodges. He packed in a plow and
tools from Salt Lake City. He tried unsuccessfully to
raise crops. But, he did a big business when the California gold rush hit in 1849. Thousands passed his
‘fort’, 49er’s reported that he had many horses and
cattle and was making $100 a day! Smith traveled to
the Chocolate Mountains( and possibly the Santa Rosa
Mountains, or the Borrego Badlands in Southern California) where, after several years of prospecting, he
was forced by local tribes to escape the area. Claiming
he had discovered a large amount of gold-bearing
quartz, he sold maps and claims to other prospectors
to a mine known and the ‘Lost Pegleg Mine” until the
time of his death in a San Francisco hospital in 1866.
(Here is an exert from an unidentified newspaper)

You Could Win!
1. Find

the ad in this week’s issue
with the very small hidden picture
of the OLD West Stories & Productions
logo.

2. Mail in this entry form to:
OLD West Stories & Productions
1044 Main, Evanston, WY 82930
OR Email: MomentsinHistory@gmail.com

Some charitable movement should be set on foot for
the benefit of “Peg Leg Smith”. Among all the cases
which have excited public sympathy in behalf of indigent aged persons, his stands conspicuous. He is completely worn out in the race of life, and after all his adventures and early associations with the great West,
where his life has been spent, seems about to end his
days in poverty on the very soil which should at least
yield him a comfortable subsistence for the rest of his
life. He is a curiosity of himself; and all who have read
Cooper’s Novels would do well to take a look at one of
the last of that class of men described so graphically
by him, and who are fast disappearing in the rush of
events and the spread of civilization. - Alta.

WIN a donated gift card from a Moments in
History distributor.

TRIVIA

One winner will be drawn the first of every month and will be
Name: ________________________________ Age: ______

1 - What is the tallest mountain in Colorado? Oregon?

Phone #: ______________________________
Address: __________________________________________
Email: ____________________________________________

2 - In Jewish history, what is referred to as the “House of Bondage?”
(Answers on other side)

Bumble Bee Bar
Is also a convenience store!
A restaurant! And the best place
around to pick up your lottery tickets!
Be ‘LUCKY FOR LIFE’!!
7436 State Hwy 89 North
Come and see us!

Make someone’s Birthday or Anniversary a
part of History!!
Make ‘Moments In History’ your birthday
card to them. Rent this space for just $25 and
wish them a happy birthday or anniversary!!!
Call 307-789-8116

CONGRATULATIONS!!
Cindy Sandler of Evanston
Cindy was one of several people who found the
“Old West Stories & Productions” logo in a past
edition. We put all the entries together and
Cindy’s was the name that was selected. Cindy will

COWBOY CARES
HOME HEALTH
Has immediate openings
for RN/LPN/CNA in
Sweetwater County. Full and part time.
307-786-4357

http://www.cowboycaresinc.com/

From the Rock Springs Miner April 1 1916

Walter Best arrived in Rock Springs on
Friday afternoon from Pinedale, with the
first automobile over the road since sometime in January. Mr. Best left Pinedale on
Thursday morning at 5 o’clock and covered the northern end of the road while it
was frozen, but when he reached a point
about twenty miles the other side of the
Eden hotel he found the mud to deep to
travel. He camped in the car for the night
and when the mud froze sufficiently, started on his trip to the city. Mr. Best says the
Faler truck which started out several days
ago had not succeeded in getting through
and that it was likely that Mr. Faler will
return to Rock Springs until the roads are
in condition to travel. Mr. Best was accompanied on the trip by Rudolph
Schwartz, who has gone to Denver to purchase a new automobile.

See this space? So
will thousands of
others! Why aren’t you
letting people know
where to find you?

call 307-789-8116

WISH YOUR FRIENDS FAMILY AND CO-WORKERS
HAPPY BIRTHDAY OR ANNIVERSARY ON THE AIR!
THEY COULD WIN A $40 GIFT CERTIFICATE FROM TUMBLIN’
TUMBLEWEEDS RESTAURANT! STOP BY THE RADIO STATION
STUDIOS TO SIGN SOMEONE UP!

This Week In History
April 6,
1957 NY trolley cars make their last runs.
1930 James Dewar invents the Hostess Twinkie.
1892 Ice Cream Sundae Although the origin of this treat is highly
disputed, the first newspaper ad for it appeared on this date, by
Chester Platt in the Ithaca Daily Journal.
1862 Civil War Battle of Shiloh begins. During the two-day battle,
23,746 men were killed, wounded, captured, or missing. This is
more than the American casualties of the Revolutionary War, the
War of 1812, and the Mexican War combined, making it the
bloodiest battle in United States history up to that time.

“We’re a different kind of dealer!”

190 Arrowhead Dr. Evanston, WY

(307) 789-3636
Free Photo Downloads
Free Classifieds
Local Events
Local Weather
Local Sports
Local News
Listen Live

1830 The Mormon Church Joseph Smith organizes the Church at
Fayette Seneca county, New York.
April 8,

GREAT PEOPLE, GREAT
PRODUCTS, GREAT PRICES!

1989 One-Handed Pitcher Jim Abbott makes his Major League
debut, for the California Angels. In 1993, he would pitch a nohitter for the New York Yankees against Cleveland (4-0).

EIGHT HOUR DAY TO BE CELEBRATED
1983 David Copperfield makes the Statue of Liberty disappear.
1974 Hank Aaron The baseball legend hits his 715th home run,
breaking Babe Ruth's record.

Buy online at carquest.com.

April 10,

Pick up in-store.
1926 Superman arrives on the planet Earth according to the first
of episode of The Adventures of Superman.

Did You Know
If someone tells you to say ‘108’ to Siri, they’re tricking you
into calling the cops. 108 is India’s version of 911. Because Siri
is programmed to make emergency calls, ‘108’ will reroute to
your local emergency service. Some online posts even tell you
to close your eyes and wait 5 seconds afterwards, because
that’s how long you have to cancel before EMS is sent to your
door instead of to those in need.
Russia has so many accidents due to icy roads that a car insurance agent turned it into a sport. ‘Car Curling’ is just like
HAS JOINED
Olympic curling except cars are used instead of stones. Each
team has a group that pushes the cars toward the target
(often biting it on the ice as soon as they let go) and a driver
A CO-OP dedicated to ‘getting’ the word out’ to
who either steers to the center, or smashes the other teams
residents of southeastern Idaho, northeastern Utah
cars out of the way.
and western Wyoming. As CO-OP members,

MOMENTS IN HISTORY

‘THE CO-OP’!!!

businesses will get extremely low cost advertising
in radio, print, internet and direct mail! If the
primary or secondary market for your business is in
this area, your business should become a member!
Save money on advertising and ‘get the word out’
about your goods and services! To find out more
contact Moments In History in Wyoming at 307-789
-8116, or in Idaho at 307-547-2400!
Because, without advertising an amazing thing
happens——NOTHING!!!
CO-OP members make more money!!!

CONGRATULATE
your

GRADUATE HERE!
Include their photo and a special message
just for them for only $25! Contact us today.

Parrots start to rage when they hear themselves laughing.
Wild Keas are extra playful when they’re young, but keas of
all ages start full-on partying when they hear recordings of
their own ‘laughter’. Whenever scientists play these sounds,
the keas fly in loops, give high fives in mid-air, and throw objects to each other. But as soon as the recording stops, so
does the party.
You get a good sense of someone’s personality by asking
them what they think about other people. Studies show people tend to see more of their own qualities in others. When
you focus on others negative qualities, you‘re more likely to
have those same negative traits, but if you often judge others
positively, you’re more likely to be emotionally stable and
satisfied with your life.

Funny! - - - and not so!!!!
Two goldfish are in a tank. One looks at the other and says,
“You know how to drive this thing?”
Two soldiers are in a tank. One looks at the other and says,
“BLUBLUBBLUBBLUBBLUB.”

call 307-789-8116

I bought the world’s worst thesaurus yesterday! Not only is
it terrible, it’s terrible.

Trivia Answers:

ADVERTISING HERE!

A man is walking in the desert with his horse and dog when
the dog says, ”I need water.” The man says, “I didn’t know
dogs could talk.” And the horse says, “Neither did I.”

1 - A. Mt Elbert B. Mt Hood 2– Egypt

MORE PEOPLE WOULD KNOW YOU’RE
THERE, IF YOU WERE

Rock Spring Miner April 1, 1916 page 1

This is the anniversary of the eight hour
law and Eight Hour Day will be fittingly
celebrated. The committee has been disappointed in securing the speakers advertised, but others equally good have been
obtained. There will be a parade and free
dances and the Slovenski Dom and Masonic Temple will attract large crowds. All
business houses will be closed and Rock
Springs will observe a general holiday.
——FOUR BOUND OVER TO DISTRICT
COURT
On Thursday morning four Mexicans were
given a hearing in Justice Jones’ court on
the charge of stealing merchandise, and
all were bound over to the district court.
The men bound over were Pedro D Lara,
Jaun Bernado, Felix Van Verz and Jesus
Serban. The crime for which they were
bound over occurred on the 17th of the
month and was committed at Thurman’s
Toggery and at the Stockgrowers Merc.
Co. At the Toggery they secured a number
of small articles of merchandise, but at
the Stockgrowers five pairs of pants were
missing. The three first named were in
both escapades and the latter only in one.
All the men plead not guilty, but as one of
the men had on two pairs of the stolen
pants, another had on one pair, and the
remailing two pair were found in the grip
of one of the men, the court felt that they
should be bound over. They have been
taken to the county jail at Green River.
———
SMALL BLAZE ON CREEK ON WEDNESDAY MORNING
The fire department was called out at five
o’clock Wednesday morning to extinguish
a blaze in a shack along the creek in the
rear of the Phoenix hotel on Elk Street.
The shack was a small one and only about
$10 damage was done when the fire was
extinguished.

For Sale: Pro-Form 920s EKG exercise
bike with silent magnetic resistance
and certified personal trainer programs for different levels of workouts.
$40

call 307-746-5520

