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        CHINATOWN, EVANSTON WYOMING  

(Cont. from last weeks MIH) Last week when we left off 

this column we were learning about the massive Chi-

nese New Year, òChina Big Dayó, celebration that Ev-

anston hosted each year in the 1870õs and 80õs. With 

one of only three Joss Houses in the whole U.S. locat-

ed in Evanston, it made this celebration a big deal. 
Chinese by the thousands would come to worship here 

and take part in the celebration. Each trainload was 

greeted with the popping of hundreds of firecrackers. (I 

wonder if this was, in a small way, part of what led to 

the reputation Evanston has for great fireworks dis-
plays?)  (Continuing with the article, òFollowing the 

big, dragon led, paradeé.) 

Games followed in the great open space before the Joss 

House, and the chief excitement centered around the 

explosion of a large rocket which sent up a wooden 

ball. All of the Celestials watched breathlessly its 
course, for the lucky man who caught the ball as it fell 

was to be keeper of the Joss House the coming year. 

So intent were they upon gaining this honor that a 

struggle was inevitable, and at one time several were 

killed in the melee. After this, town officers were on the 
ground and things went more tamely.  With the pass-

ing of the mass of Chinamen from Evanston and the 

change of the ideas of the latter generations, the Joss 

House lost much of its meaning. On January 26,1922, 

it was burned to the ground, and its destruction was 

lamented only as the loss of a historic relic.  

Ah Say was for many years the Chinese contractor of 

coolie labor. He was a well -educated Chinaman and a 

citizen of the United States, though he never gave up 

his queue. There is a story that he was the original of 

Bret Hartõs òHeathen Chineeó, and whether true or 
false, his character possessed much of the shrewdness 

of that famous Celestial. He was the one Chinaman 

who brought his wife here, a dainty, small footed wom-

an seldom seen outside his home. There were five chil-

dren born here, and they were often seen on the street 

attended by a throng of admiring coolies, at least one 
to a child. They made a pretty picture in their bright 

robes, each head surmounted by a red and green cap 

with a hole in the top, showing the shiny stiff hair of 

blueblack. Ah Say was most hospitable, and a dinner 

at his house was an event long to be remembered.  The 
table was set in the room entered from the street. At 

one end stood an altar with smoking censors, before 

which the host prostrated himself with libations of 

steaming tea before sitting down to eat.  The furnish-

ings of the room were a strange mixture of elegance 

and shabbiness -wonderful embroideries and carvings 
against a background of grimy walls and rough furni-

ture. Dinner favors were in vogue and sandlewood 

fans, embroidered shawls, silk handkerchiefs, boxes of 

choice tea and cigars were among the gifts.   

Two large mercantile establishments of Evanston had 

Chinese clerks, men of ability and undoubted honesty. 
Sisson, Wallace & Company employed Ah Young, and 

he gave lectures to his countrymen on subjects dealing 

with their daily living. Ah You was in the employ of 

Blyth and Pixley. He was a fine -looking, intelligent 

man, and the big words rolled glibly from his tongue, 
òsuperior qualityó, òexcellent materialó, etc. Like all 

Chinamen, he was capable of strong friendship, and he 

still keeps up a correspondence with Mr. Blyth.  (cont. 

next week)  
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From the Newcastle News Journal August 8, 1895  

 A Narrow Escape  

Mary, the little three -year -old child of Mr. 

and Mrs. L. C. Platt, who live in Collins, 

had a very narrow escape from death last 

Saturday.  She and her brother, Ralph 
were out with their father for some hay 

which they hauled in a wagon bed. The 

children were seated on top on the pile 

when the wagon lurched, throwing them 

both to the ground. Ralph, who is eleven -
years -old, pulled the hay from his little 

sister, and was horrified to see the point of 

a fork tine projecting three of four inches 

from the back of her head. He pulled the 

fork out at once, and the child was carried 

to the house and the father at once started 
for this place with the child. Dr. W. L. 

Johnson dressed the wound and made the 

little sufferer as easy as possible. The fork 

tine entered the childõs mouth, knocking 

out one of her lower front teeth and came 
out just behind the left ear.  Mr. Platt 

brought the little girl in again yesterday 

for further examination, when Dr. John-

son pronounced the case as progressing 

finely and the child out of danger. It was 

certainly a most remarkable escape from 
death. - Saratoga Sun  
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Have a Happy and Safe 

4th of July!!!!  
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Funny! - - - and not so!!!!  

Did You Know 

A bank robber pulls out a gun points it at a teller, and 

says, òGive me all the money or youõre geography!ó The 

puzzled teller replies, òDid you mean to say ôor youõre 
history?ó The robber says, òDonõt change the subject!ó 

Why is it that your nose runs, but your feet smell?  

Mary had Jesus, and Jesus is the lamb of God, does 

that mean Mary had a little lamb?  

Two little boys were known trouble makers, stealing 

everything they could get their hands on, even from 
the church. One day a priest stopped one of the boys 

and asked, òWhere is God?ó The boy shrugged and the 

priest repeated, òWhere is God? The boy ran out of the 

cathedral crying to his home where he hid in a closet.  

Eventually his brother found him and asked, òWhatõs 
wrong?ó The crying boy replied, òWeõre in trouble! God 

is missing and they think we took him!ó 
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From History.com  

The fourth of July, Independence 

Day, has been a paid federal holiday 

in the United States since 1941, but the 

tradition of Independence Day celebra-

tions goes back to the 18th  century and 

the American Revolution. When the initial 

battles in the Revolutionary War broke out 

in April 1775, few colonists desired com-

plete independence from Great Britain, 

and those who did were considered radi-

cal. On June 7, when the Continental 

Congress met at the Pennsylvania State 

House in Philadelphia, the Virginia dele-

gate Richard Henry Lee introduced a mo-

tion calling for the coloniesõ independence. 

Amid heated debate, Congress postponed 

the vote on Leeõs resolution, but appointed 

a five man committee including Thomas 

Jefferson, John Adams, Roger Sherman, 

Benjamin Franklin and Robert R. Living-

ston to draft a formal statement justifying 

the break with Great Britain. On July 2, 

the Continental Congress voted in favor of 

Leeõs resolution for independence in a 

nearðunanimous vote (the New York dele-

gation abstained, later voting in favor) On 

that day, John Adams wrote to his wife 

Abigail that July 2nd òwill be celebrated, 

by succeeding generations, as the great 

anniversary festivaló and that the celebra-

tion should include òPomp and Parade, 

Games, Sports, Guns, Bells, Bonfires and 

Illuminations from one end of the conti-

nent to the other.ó On July 4th, the Conti-

nental Congress formally adopted the Dec-

laration of Independence, which had been 

written largely by Jefferson. Though the 

vote for the actual independence took 

place on July 2nd, from then on the 4th 

became the day that was celebrated as the 

birth of American independence. John Ad-

ams believed that July 2nd was the cor-

rect date on which to celebrate the birth of 

American independence, and would re-

portedly turn down invitations to appear 

at July 4th events in protest. Adams and 

Thomas Jefferson both died on July 4, 

1826 - the 50th anniversary of the adop-

tion of the Declaration of Independence. In 

the pre -Revolutionary years, colonists had 

held annual celebrations of the kingõs 

birthday. By contrast, during the summer 

of 1776 some colonists celebrated the 

birth of independence by holding mock 

funerals for King George III, as a way of 

symbolizing the end of the monarchyõs 

hold on America and the triumph of liber-

ty.  HAPPY 4TH OF JULY !!  GOD BLESS 

AMERICA,  AND ITõS LEADERS!! 
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In 2017, Yoko Ono was finally declared the co -author of 

òImagineó after 46 years of receiving no credit. Before 

his death, John Lennon confirmed it saying that ôa lot of 

it -the lyric and concept -came from Yoko. But, in those 

days I was a bit more selfish, a bit more macho, and I 

sort of omitted to mention her contribution.õ 

Stephen King never cashed the $5,000 check he re-

ceived for the movie rights to the Shawshank Redemp-

tion. Instead, he framed it, mailed it to the movieõs di-

rector, Frank Darabont, and added a note that read òIn 

case you ever need bail money. Love, Steve.ó 

Highly anxious people can have more relationship prob-

lems because they quickly jump to conclusions when 

judging facial expressions. Anxiety actually gives you 

the ability to judge others emotions more accurately 

than less anxious people, but ironically, being so quick 

to judge causes you to make more mistakes when trying 

to guess peopleõs feelings and intentions. 

The stones that Gentoo penguins use to make their 

nests are such an important possession that a male can 

get a female to bond with him by offering her a good 

rock. (I thought that was a human thing?)  

Many of the families who were ôhelpedõ by ABCõs Ex-

treme Makeover: Home Edition went into foreclosure on 

their new, mega -size homes due to the excessive taxes, 

fees, and utility bills that came along with them.  

The ginkgo tree is a ôliving fossil.õ It is a single species 

thatõs barely changed in the last 270 million years, and 

it has no living relatives. It has a distinct vomit -like 

smell.  
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Wǳƭȅ мΣ 

мфсо ½ƛǇ /ƻŘŜ ¢ƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ Ǉƻǎǘŀƭ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ƛƴǘƻ 
ŜũŜŎǘΦ 

мфпо LƴŎƻƳŜ ¢ŀȄ ǿƛǘƘƘƻƭŘƛƴƎ ƎƻŜǎ ƛƴǘƻ ŀũŜŎǘ ǊŜǉǳƛǊƛƴƎ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜǊǎ 
ǘƻ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘ ǘŀȄŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŜǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǇŀƛŘΦ 

мусо /ƛǾƛƭ ²ŀǊ - .ŀǧƭŜ ƻŦ DŜǧȅǎōǳǊƎ /ƻƴŦŜŘŜǊŀǘŜ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ DŜƻǊƎŜ 
tƛŎƪŜǧ ŀǧŀŎƪǎΦ .ŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘƛǎ ōŀǧƭŜ - ǿƘƛŎƘ ƳŀǊƪŜŘ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ {ƻǳǘƘ - ǿƻǳƭŘ ŜƴŘ ǘǿƻ Řŀȅǎ ƭŀǘŜǊΣ ŜŀŎƘ ǎƛŘŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ 
ƭƻǎŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ оΣллл ƳŜƴΦ 

Wǳƭȅ пΣ 

LƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴŎŜ 5ŀȅ ŎƻƳƳŜƳƻǊŀǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀŘƻǇǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 5ŜŎƭŀǊŀπ
ǝƻƴ ƻŦ LƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴŎŜ Wǳƭȅ пΣ мттс ōȅ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴǝƴŜƴǘŀƭ /ƻƴƎǊŜǎǎΦ Lǘ 
ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛǊǘŜŜƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ŎƻƭƻƴƛŜǎ ǊŜƎŀǊŘŜŘ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ 
ŀǎ ŀ ƴŜǿ ƴŀǝƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ ƻŦ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ 
ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ǊƛǝǎƘ 9ƳǇƛǊŜ 

.¦a.[9 .99 .!w 
{ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ ϧ {ǳƴŘŀȅ     

.[hh5¸ a!w¸ .¦CC9¢ 

{ǘŀǊǘ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƻƛŎŜ ƻŦ 

ƧǳƛŎŜΗ  !ŘŘ ǇƛŎƪƭŜŘ ŀǎǇŀǊŀƎǳǎΣ 

ƻƪǊŀΣ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜǎΗ  ¢ƘŜƴ 

ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ŀǎ Ƙƻǘ ƻǊ ƳƛƭŘ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ 

ƭƛƪŜΗΗ  /ƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƧƻȅΗ                
тпос {ǘΦ Iǿȅ уф bƻǊǘƘ  
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